CONNECTICUT | MYSTIC
A horse and
carriage tour

Ships dock at Mystic
Seaport. From left,
1908 steamboat
Sabino, the 1841
whaler Charles W.
Morgan and the
Breck Marshall, a
Cape Cod catboat.

MAKE A
TRIP OF IT
Mystic Pizza
You'll recognize this setting
from the 1988 movie of the
same name, starring Julia
Roberts in her breakout role.
This pizza parlor has been
a staple of the town since
1973; its walls are lined with
memorabilia from the movie.
56 West Main St.; 860-5363700; mysticpizza.com

Inn at Mystic

Oyster Club
This “farm and sea to table”
fine dining restaurant changes
its menu daily, using the
freshest local ingredients.
Don’t miss the terrific raw bar.
13 Water St.; 860-415-9266;
oysterclubct.com

Inn at Mystic
Enjoy great views, a swimming
pool, tennis courts, walking
trails, horseshoes, a putting
green and free bicycle use at
this family-friendly resort.
3 Williams Ave.; 860-5369604; innatmystic.com

EXPERIENCING
YESTERYEAR

Henry B. duPont
Preservation Shipyard

Maritime history comes to life at the coastal village of Mystic
By Shelley Seale

A

PERFECT SHAFT OF sunlight falls through
the rafters, lighting the artisan working
on the sawdust-strewn floor below. He
carefully planes a long piece of wood by
hand. The large, two-story building is
quiet except for the whooshing sounds of the work,
the craftsman lost in concentration.
This is the Henry B. duPont Preservation Shipyard
at Mystic Seaport, a living history maritime museum
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on 19 acres on the Mystic River in Connecticut. Here,
skilled craftspeople build and repair wooden ships
using Colonial-era techniques made nearly obsolete
by the invention of steel and fiberglass. The upstairs
gallery offers a bird's-eye view of the work being
done on the 85-foot spar lathe and rigging loft, using
tools such as adzes and saws that are more than a
century old. There is also an old-fashioned sawmill
and metalworking and paint shops.
“It’s the only museum shipyard in the country,
and we let people right in to see what’s going on,”

TOP LEFT: OYSTER CLUB; TOP RIGHT AND BOTTOM LEFT: SHELLEY SEALE; BOTTOM RIGHT: TOM BOMBRIA

MYSTIC SEAPORT

says Walter Ansel, senior shipwright. “There’s a
tremendous amount of respect for the historical
methods that were carried out before us, and we try
to duplicate things and make (the repairs) look like
the ships were when they were built.”
The museum houses more than 500 historic
watercraft, with the jewel of the fleet being the
Charles W. Morgan, the last surviving wooden
whaling ship in America and the oldest commercial
vessel still afloat. Launched in 1841, the Morgan
sailed for 80 years before retiring. Restoration work

USA TODAY SPECIAL EDITION

began at the Mystic shipyard in 1968 and
wasn’t completed until 2013, when the
ship was relaunched and embarked on a
tour of the historic ports of New England.
Today, you can board the Morgan and
enjoy a historic re-enactment performed
several times daily, with maritime songs
and the lowering of small whaleboats into
the water.
Mystic Seaport’s unique portrayal of
the region’s seafaring past even allows
summer visitors to set sail themselves, on
classically rigged yachts, schooners or a
launch cruise. On land, there are exhibits
for children and adults alike, including
play boats and a children’s museum, a
planetarium and educational displays
inside 19th-century buildings. Interactive
activities include building ship models
and exploring the shallows of the river.
In the fall of 2016, the seaport opened
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“There’s a tremendous amount of respect for the
historial methods that were carried out before us.”
— Walter Ansel, senior shipwright

its first new exhibition space in nearly
three decades, the Thompson Exhibition
Building, which houses the museum’s
extensive collections and provides event
and education space.
“No matter the season, there is always
something new and special to see or do,”
says Susan Funk, executive vice president
of Mystic Seaport. “The exhibit galleries
change regularly, and visitors don’t just
watch, they participate — whether it be
working a giant press in the print shop or
helping staff raise the sails.”

Historic interpreters complete the
New England experience of days gone by,
roaming the streets in period costumes
with fishermen, craftsmen, teachers,
musicians and others.
“There are countless fascinating sea
stories, tales of adventure, bravery and
disaster, with moments for reflection as
well as engaging performances,” Funk
says. “Mystic Seaport is truly unique, from
its setting on the beautiful Mystic River to
the scope of stories and experiences that
are available to our visitors.”

Whaler’s Inn
This boutique hotel offers
a charming historic coastal
town experience. With its
150-year history evident in
its meticulous restoration, 48
rooms offer modern amenities
in five separate buildings.
20 E. Main St.; 860-536-1506;
whalersinnmystic.com

Downtown Mystic
Chock full of charming
boutiques, bookstores,
restaurants and galleries.
mysticdowntown.org
Mystic River Bascule Bridge
This 1920s drawbridge opens
at 40 minutes past the hour
from 7:40 a.m. to 6:40 p.m.
Nearby Mystic Drawbridge
Ice Cream offers homemade
sweet treats and sandwiches.
themysticwave.com/
attractions;
mysticdrawbridge
icecream.com
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