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a roof, on shallower, lightweight soils, 
from a structural perspective. We had 
to work very, very carefully with the 
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing en-
gineering consultants to ensure that we 
were designing a system that was techni-
cally and physically capable of sustaining 
drought-tolerant and drought-resistant 
plants and trees, while at the same time 
still promoting that sense of garden en-
vironment and environmental steward-
ship through the quality of open space. 
Residents will be able to get outside and 
watch the sunset over downtown while 
they’re in the swimming pool, and that 
wouldn’t be possible if we didn’t offer 
the shade structures and the sense of 
environmental controls that make those 
spaces comfortable as well.

From a landscape architect standpoint, 
water quality and a sense of sustain-
ability were challenging. We are treating 
water on site. There are a series of water 
quality systems and tanks underneath 
the driveway of the road as you enter 
from Lamar to the Drafthouse itself. 
There are rain gardens in the Alamo 
plaza and on Treadwell Street. Adhering 
to environmental controls was about 
going above and beyond the norm – this 
was a core value for the entire team. 

At the end of the day, it’s about creat-
ing something that is meaningful, long 
lasting, and sets the bar ever so much 

higher for everybody else to admire and 
appreciate and, hopefully, follow suit.

Your landscape designs evoke a 
real sense of place. What in-
spires you?

There’s a reason everyone gathers in 
the kitchen at a party; it’s kind of the 
social gathering spot. I think that’s what 
landscape architecture is at its core – 
creating meaningful places for people to 
gather – whether it’s a transformation of 
a corporate campus, or outdoor meeting 
rooms, or just comfortable spaces to 
get outside. Nothing is more rewarding 
than transforming an underperform-
ing, underutilized basic lawn and gravel 
space into shade structures, tables, 
chairs, outdoor kitchens, and social 
activity spaces. 

Winning awards is great, but when you 
can actually go back into your communi-
ty and see people using those places and 
spaces over and over again, and you’ve 
been able to see people valuing that 
space and having a better quality of life, 
that’s about inspirational as it can get. 

Outside of office hours, what 
do you like to do in and around 
the hip zip, 78704?

I love to run and so you’ll often see me 
running on the trail along Lady Bird 
Lake. My wife, two-year-old son, and 
I love the Sunday brunch culture in 

Austin and the seemingly endless list 
of unbelievably excellent and yummy 
places to eat, whether it’s for brunch or 
lunch or dinner.

It’s hard to beat the profound experi-
ence at Uchi (Japanese dining and 
sushi), for a special evening out. Maria’s 
Taco Xpress, deemed “South Austin’s 
Taco Queen,” is always a favorite for 
that cultural post entertainment on a 
Saturday night, or Sunday’s “Hippie 
Church” taco experience. 

I’m not inclined to go line dancing – it’s 
not a native thing for an Englishman to 
do – but my sister-in-law lives in New 
Orleans and one of the first things she 
does when she comes to town is visit the 
Broken Spoke, Texas’ most definitive 
dance hall. I’m much more the type to 
find a place to eat at and then head to 
the park, head to the greenbelt, head to 
the outdoors. Austin is so ridiculously 
spoiled for access to open space. It’s 
amazing!  

Carmen Oliver is a freelance writer and for-
mer columnist with Austin Family. She’s also 
the founder of the Booking Biz, a children’s 
booking agency, and writes children’s fiction 
and nonfiction. 
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Just because it’s Sunday, there’s no reason to let the weekend fun end. Numerous hotspots around 
town participate in Sunday Funday, offering special food and drink selections to help patrons end 
their weekends on a high note. Sunday Funday was started in the West Sixth Street District, but 

quickly spread to other areas of Austin, including the South side. The trend has been catching fire 
throughout the state and beyond.

The special day often starts out with Mimosas or Bloody Marys and brunch at local restaurants, 
with many establishments continuing throughout the day. 

“Sundays at Paggi House are about relaxing and recovering from the weekend,” says Executive 
Chef Ruston Richardson. “We relish starting a new week with the comforts of delicious food, friends 
and family.”

Sunday  Funday
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Paggi House has long been revered 
for its decadent Sunday brunch, served 
on the lush patio overlooking the city 
skyline. A favorite is the restaurant’s 
play on a breakfast classic: the menu’s 
“Bacon and Eggs” features maple yuzu-
glazed pork belly, fried hash browns and 
poached eggs.

”It’s a day and setting that encour-
ages slow-paced appreciation and restor-
ative relaxation,” Richardson says.

Some might call a Bloody Mary 
the most important weekend dish, 
and South Congress Café has one that 
is named the tops in 78704 by Eater 
Austin. Their secret is Tito’s Handmade 
Vodka, infused with a variety of veggies 
and peppers. The brunch menu features 

favorites such as a Smoked Short Rib 
Hash and Eggs Benedict South Con-
gress Style, with choice of traditional, 
crab cake or corned beef and regular or 
chipotle hollandaise sauce.

A few doors up Congress Avenue, 
Snack Bar has a retro vibe that en-

courages lounging and is dog-friendly. 
Their Sunday brunch features Mimosa 
specials, including a $15 Mimosa flask, 
and they also extend the love to industry 
folks on Sunday (and Monday) nights 
with drink specials for all service staff.

Over on South Lamar Boulevard, 
Red’s Porch is always hopping on Sun-
day. Brunch starts at a civilized 11 a.m., 
with $2.50 mimosas.

“Sundays are a huge day for us, es-
pecially when the weather is nice,” says 
Head Honcho Sean Tipps. “We have 
brunch with great options, from Shrimp 
and Grits to Smoked Brisket Hash.”

Sunday Funday doesn’t end here 
with brunch; drink specials beginning 
at 4 p.m. and a happy hour food menu 
keep people hanging onto the weekend 
until 11 p.m.

“There’s pretty much something all 
day!” Tipps adds.

Some might call a Bloody Mary the most important 
weekend dish, and South Congress Café has one that is 
named the tops in 78704 by Eater Austin.
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